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MINUTES OF FRANKLIN SELECTBOARD
MONDAY, OCTOBER 13, 2008 AT 7:00 P. M.

FRANKLIN CENTRAL SCHOOL

PRESENT:   Peter Kittell, Scott Choiniere, Jamie Boudreau, Harvey Bushey and Lisa Larivee,
Franklin Town Clerk.

     Peter called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.

CITIZEN CONCERN:

     Karen and Floyd Sherlow appeared before the Board.  Mrs. Sherlaw addressed the Board and
informed that they live on the dirt road (Middle Road) behind Byam’s near the Benjamin Farm.
She stated that when the snowplow goes past, it goes very fast and as a result stones are thrown
up onto their lawn.  She stated they have about 100 feet of road frontage and that the stones go up
on their property four to six feet.  She explained they are getting older and described recent
health issues which are making it harder and harder for them to rake in the spring.  She stated this
past year, it took them about four days to complete the stone removal as they are unable to do it
all at one time.  Mrs. Sherlow also asked the Board for suggestions and/or help in finding
someone who might be able to remove a broken limb from a tree behind their residence and
someone who may be able to plow their drive during heavy snowfall.  She explained that a
neighbor cleans them out, but he works and during a heavy snowfall he has to clean himself out
and they are looking for someone who can “take a couple of swipes” so they can get out should
they need to do so.  Scott took down the information needed to reach the Sherlows and advised
that he would see if he could find someone who might be able to help out.  The Board thanked
the Sherlows and they thanked the Board and exited the meeting.

TOWN CLERK’S CONCERNS:

     Reappraisal: Lisa informed the Board that the State is again asking for a reappraisal.  She
advised there is a letter from the Listers regarding this matter for approval and signature by the
Selectboard.  Discussion was held on the Listers’ plan.  They are considering holding off for a
while because of the current state of the economy.  Lisa informed the Board that the Listers are
considering updating their software.  She explained the changes that have been made to State
systems and the fact that new software would be more compatible.  She pointed out the new
software would also provide them with better and cheaper support.  It was noted that Berkshire
and Highgate both did reappraisals.  Discussion was held on the cost to do a reappraisal and the
fact that it is usually several years between requests for reappraisals, but not this time since our
last one was completed in 2004.   Jamie noted that the letter from the State indicates they will
withhold all State funds if the reappraisal is not done and he expressed his concern over this
happening should we hold off doing it.  It was noted that we are presently at about 82%
(appraised rate versus what property is being sold for) and that the sale of camps and open land is
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what is causing us the problem as they are both selling at above appraised values.  Lisa noted that
home sales have been pretty close to the appraised value. It was also noted that our tax rate
increases based upon per pupil spending.   The higher the per pupil spending in our district, the
higher the tax rate.   Lisa will make Listers aware of Board’s concerns.

     AVR Bill: Lisa informed the Board there is a bill for $1,700 from the Association of Vermont
Recyclers.  She advised that payment will come from the grant we received.  It is for a
presentation that was done at Missisquoi and the cost was shared with Highgate and Swanton. 
We will pay the bill and Swanton and Highgate will reimburse us for the agreed upon amount. 

     Sidewalk Grant: Lisa informed the Board that conceptual plans from Stantec have been
received and are available for review and approval by the Board.  She outlined for the Board the
cost including a twenty percent charge that is built in to cover anything unusual that may come
up.

     Subdivision Maps: Lisa informed the Board that the updated subdivision maps have been
received from the cartographic tech.  Lisa explained they look good and that she is willing to do
the smaller subdivisions also for a fee of between $100 and $200 which would bring the total
cost to $2500.  She pointed out that the subdivision fee was recently raised from $85 to $135
which would cover the cost.  Scott stated he feels we should complete the project now rather than
having to pay extra at a later date to have it done.

     Health Officer: Lisa informed the Board that Cynthia Gates has submitted a letter of
resignation from the Health Officer position since she is away for part of the year.  Scott advised
that he contacted  Polly Gadbois who is willing to serve as Health Officer.  Motion by
Scott/Jamie to appoint Polly Gadbois as Health Officer.  All members voted in favor/motion
passed.

     Motion Light: Scott asked Lisa about the motion light at the Town Offices since it appears
that it is on all the time.  Lisa agreed stating it might be because the eye is facing the street and
traffic causes it to come on.  Lisa will arrange for the eye to be adjusted to see if that helps.

     The Board thanked Lisa.

HIGHWAY ISSUES:

     Howard Vanselette entered the meeting.

     Grant: Scott advised that he and Howard worked up and submitted an application for a Park
and Ride grant.  He advised that we have been awarded a $41,250 grant.  He outlined the
specifics of the municipal park and ride that will be located at the town garage.  Harvey
expressed his concern over whether or not permission was obtained from the Homestead and
telephone company for this as it is a private road.  Peter noted that the town also shares the
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ownership of this road.  Scott will see that a letter together with the grant details are sent to both
the phone company and the Homestead Board of Directors making them aware of the project. 
Scott also noted that this parking area will benefit the Homestead in addition to the general
community.  

     Swamp Road: Howard informed that the ditching on the Swamp Road has been completed. 
He noted that some ledge was donated to the town from Tom Richardson so that we purchased
less stone than anticipated.  Harvey questioned the project and asked why there are no berms and
was told there is two foot of stone in the bottom.  Harvey stated he feels we should establish
 a policy on ditching as he feels the ditch on the Swamp Road cost the town a lot of money. 
Harvey feels that we are not complying with the state standards and Scott disagreed with him
stating that we have been complying.  Peter agreed that we must comply with state standards of
mulching and seeding ditches.  Discussion was held on the price of a mulcher.  Peter noted that
the Watershed Committee had discussed purchasing one for the town and he will check to see if
they are still interested in doing so.  

     Scott Road Turn Around: Howard advised that gravel has been put down and work is
completed.  He is hoping the rain will help to pack it down.  In response to questioning from
Peter,  Howard stated that Marshall had a bus come up there and it was able to turn around with
no problem.

     Sand/Gravel: Howard advised that we have about 3,000 yards of sand in the pile.  Harvey
questioned whether they got a slip for each load as that is one of the things the Board wanted to
do.  Howard stated they get slips from Leech, but they have been drawing from St. Pierre’s pit
and they do not get slips there.  Harvey stated then the system will not work and he feels they
must get a slip for each load.  It was explained to him that when we draw from St. Pierre’s pit we
tell them how many loads we take out and then they bill for it.  It is somewhat of an honor
system.  Harvey still insisted that we need a slip as there were some discrepancies recently
between payment and billing.   Howard asked if he should drive all the way to Enosburg and ask
for a slip.  Howard did note that he writes down every load he gets and that information is
supplied to St. Pierre for billing purposes.  Scott pointed out that Howard can use that
information to load into the computer system.  Howard was instructed to enter every load he gets
into the computer system.  If the load of gravel/sand is put on a particular road then that
information should also be noted in the computer.  If it is stockpiled and used at a future time, it
should be noted that it is stockpiled and then when it is taken out, a notation should be made of
which road it is used on.  Discussion was held on the computer program.  Lisa has worked with
the crew and it is hoped they will have the road program up and running by the first of the year. 
Scott said that the plan is to enter all information into the program and then we will be able to
“pull it out” to respond to questions from the community and/or for future budget preparation. 
Lisa noted that we’ve had no discrepancies recently.  Peter pointed out that the fact that St.
Pierre’s have no procedure to provide a  slip is not really important when we consider the savings
to the town because they charge so much less than other vendors.    
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     Weight Limit Signs: Discussion was held on the need to post weight limits on certain roads. 
It was noted that the signs should read that permits are required for all vehicles weighing over
24,000 pounds and it will be strictly enforced with no exceptions.  The roads that will be posted
are Brown’s Corners;  Hanna; Stanley; Dewing; Swamp and Morses Line.   Discussion was held
on posting the Swamp Road for no through truck traffic as there are no businesses or farms on
the road to warrant such trucks.  Peter noted that he also received a request to post a dead end
sign on the Richard Road.  Cars do not realize that it is dead end and there is concern over the
safety of children riding bikes on that road.  The Board authorized the purchase of the required
signs.  Howard was cautioned to check with Lisa to ensure that all new signs purchased are the 
reflective type signs that the State now requires for all road projects.  

     Road Work: Howard informed the Board that he has some paving funds left and would like
to repair the spot that was dug up on the Hanna Road.  He noted that they have repaired holes on
Morses Line, Gallup and Dewing Road.  Peter pointed out there are a couple of spots on the
Riley Road that have slipped and Harvey pointed out there is one on the Swamp Road.   Some of
the hot mix will be set aside to make the repair to the Swamp and Riley Roads.

     Tractor:   Scott pointed out that the tractor has been fixed for now, but is in “rough” shape. 
Discussion was held on the repairs and condition of the tractor.  Scott pointed out that we agreed
to rent the tractor this summer while the vendor checked our tractor and gave us a repair estimate
and it turned out that they repaired our tractor and charged us only for the rental tractor.  It was
suggested that we may want to put off purchasing a tractor and bid out the roadside mowing. 
Discussion was held on the cost of tractors and Scott will get some quotes prior to next meeting.  

     Weed Harvester: Scott noted that the weed harvester is in need of some maintenance and
repairs.  It will be moved to the garage and the crew will work on it during “down time” this
winter.  Howard advised that he will also be doing work this winter on the grader to get it ready
for spring.  Harvey suggested they also work on the chloride trailer.  

     Grading: Scott advised they will try to grade roads before they freeze.  It was noted that the
roads are generally in better condition since gravel was put down.  Howard noted they are
waiting for rain to eliminate dust.  

     Dumpster: Scott stated that some action needs to be taken with people who are stealing metal
from the dumpster.   Scott feels that Hodgdons puts it up there in good faith with the expectation
they will have the metal and it is not right when people go there and steal.  It was noted they also
stole the metal only sign that Sue purchased and had put up there.  People continue also to put
materials other than metal in the dumpster.

     Guard Rails: Have all been removed.

     Tree Limbs: Scott noted there are some tree limbs that will also need to be cut.  Discussion
was held on one tree in town that needs to be trimmed.  Howard will make contact with property
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owner.

     Old Foundation: Peter asked Board members how they felt about using some of the top soil
to cover the old foundation which will then be seeded with grass.  He expressed his concern
about drainage from that area which he feels will be better controlled if top soil and seeding is
done.  Peter feels that the chloride tanks should be stored behind the salt shed and not on the old
foundation.  Area will be covered and seeded.

     Salt: The Board instructed Howard to purchase as much salt as he can as we don’t know if the
supply will be adequate.  

     Town Clock: Although money was set aside for this project, the bid(s) received were for
much more than we set aside.  Work cannot be done this year as we do not have the funds.  
Discussion held on work to be done, construction of the clock, bucket needed to reach it, etc.

     The Board thanked Howard and he exited the meeting.

MINUTES OF THE SEPTEMBER 8, 2008 MEETING:

     Motion by Scott/Jamie to approve.  Peter asked for discussion/changes.  Scott stated that he
has some concerns about the Boundary Issue section on pages three and four.  Mr. Maggio stated
that the fence in question was put up by the Fire Department.  Scott stated he understands that we
cannot change Mr. Maggio’s statement, but he requested that the record show that this claim is
not true.  The fence was put up by Mr. Racine with the help of some of his friends.  The Fire
Department was not involved.  Peter asked for further discussion and there was none.   All
members voted in favor/minutes approved as submitted. 

MINUTES OF SEPTEMBER 14, 2008 MEETING:

     Motion by Jamie/Harvey to approve.  Peter asked for any discussion/changes and there were
none.  All members voted in favor/minutes approved as submitted.

BILLS AND ORDERS:

     Reviewed and approved.  Lisa provided all members with current year-to-date budget
information.

OLD BUSINESS: 

     Fire/Rescue Building: Discussion was previously held on the work that needs to be done on
the paved area in front of the building.  Scott advised that they are in the process of gathering
necessary information/prices and he hopes to have it next meeting.
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     Solid Waste Plan: Scott sent an e-mail to members regarding our Solid Waste Plan.  Scott
reviewed change requested by the State - the Health Officer and Constable will investigate
reports of illegal dumping and enforce the State Statute and report the matter to the DEC
Environmental Enforcement Office.  Members approved the change.  Scott will make appropriate
response.  Once that change is made, the plan will be approved.

     Boundary Issue:   Following the last meeting, the Board sent a letter to both parties involved
advising that the town’s position is that the piece of property in question belongs to the town and
that no one should obstruct passage through fence, parking or other obstruction.  Hopefully, the
two parties involved will resolve the issue.    It was noted that the fence has not been removed. 
Scott will speak with Mark Racine. 

     Sidewalk: Board reviewed the Stantec conceptual plans together with projected costs,
materials, etc.  It was noted that we requested granite curbs, but it appears the plan calls for
concrete curbs.  Peter will make contact about this matter.  Contact will also be made with the
Catholic Church to allow them to review the plan.  

     Dog Census: Has been completed and we have a final list of seven residents who have not yet
registered their dogs.  It was noted that at least two letters and two phone calls in addition to
personal visits have been made in these cases.  Board expressed concern that these residents are
facing loss of their dogs, legal fees and fees to redeem their animals which may amount to
several hundred dollars rather than pay the $11 fee.  Peter will contact a couple of the parties to
see if he can get them to understand.  Jamie will again contact the others to ensure they
understand what their refusal to license their animals will cost them.  If there is still no action by
next meeting, the warrants will be issued and the residents will have to pay the associated costs.  

     Attic: Jamie informed the Board that he did go back to the Haston Library to check on the
attic door.  He said it is a solid core door and it is a good door.  He recommends that we put
rubber weather stripping around it for a cost of $15 to $20.

NEW BUSINESS:

     Reappraisal: Peter was authorized to sign the reappraisal letter submitted by the Listers.

SELECTBOARD FOLDER:

     Correspondence: Regarding recycling meeting.
                                   Letter of resignation from Cynthia Gates.
                                   From Board of Adjustment regarding cases to be considered on October 25,
2008.
                                   Regarding low interest loans for infrastructure repair.
                                   Regarding marking of center lines.  It was noted TH#3 has been done, but
the Hanna Road was not done.  Members asked about painting of the white lines and Peter
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advised that the State does not do that.  
                                   From St. Anthony’s Rectory regarding contact people regarding St. Mary’s
Church in Franklin.
                                    Complaint regarding misuse of the Class IV portion of the Messier Road
by ATV riders.  It was noted that our ordinance allows use by licensed drivers with registered
ATV’s on town roads.  It was noted that if these people are able to identify the speeders/violators
and are willing to testify against them, law enforcement agencies will take action.  

     Motion by Jamie/Scott to adjourn.  All members voted in favor/meeting adjourned at 9:45
p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

October 14, 2008 Barbara M. Varin
NOTE: These minutes are not official until approved by the Selectboard at their next
meeting which is scheduled for November 10, 2008.  Note: These minutes were approved by
the Selectboard on November 10, 2008.

     

     

 


