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MINUTES OF FRANKLIN SELECTBOARD
MONDAY, NOVEMBER 10, 2008, AT 7:00 P. M.

FRANKLIN CENTRAL SCHOOL

PRESENT:   Peter Kittell, Harvey Bushey, Scott Choiniere, Lynn Paradis and Lisa Larivee,
Franklin Town Clerk/Treasurer.

     Peter called the meeting to order at 7:04 p.m.

TOWN CLERK’S CONCERNS:

     Furnace Cleanings: Lisa advised that we usually clean the furnaces once a year.  Our prior
contract was with Ultramar, but since our vendor is now Blouins, the Ultramar contract was not
renewed.  Blouins has quoted a price of $60 to $65 per furnace.  Lisa questioned whether or not it
was necessary to check the furnaces every year and what the Board wanted to do.  The Board
feels it is important for the yearly cleaning/maintenance and authorized Lisa to arrange it for the
three furnaces. 

     Dog Licenses: Lisa informed the Board that during the recent dog census, several people
asked why they didn’t receive a notice/reminder that dog licenses were due.  Lisa stated they
have come up with a plan to send out a post card to residents which would remind them of the
need to license their dogs; of the two household hazardous waste days; and, the dates when the
metal dumpster would be at the town garage.  She advised that a check reveals that many of the
surrounding communities charge much more for dog licenses and suggested that we could pay
for this reminder by adding one dollar to our license fee.  It was also noted that the State of
Vermont has raised their fee by one dollar which will be reflected in this year’s charge.  Motion
by Scott/Lynn to raise our dog license fee by one dollar (in addition to the one dollar that has
already been added by the State).  Peter asked for further discussion and there was none.  All
members voted in favor/motion passed.  Board tabled dog census action until next meeting when
Jamie is present.

     Septic: Lisa questioned when the septic at the town offices had last been pumped.  She stated
she has been in the office for six years and does not remember it being pumped.  She stated she
has noticed that the toilets seem slow to flush.  Peter stated he remembers Lyle Richard checking
it out a few years ago.  The Board authorized Lisa to contact Lyle Richard regarding the septic.

     IRS Penalty: Lisa informed the Board that the IRS penalty discussed at a prior meeting has
been waived.

     Personnel Issues: Lisa reminded the Board that employee reviews/evaluations are usually
done in November.
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     Insurance Quotes: Lisa informed the Board that she is in the process of obtaining insurance
quotes for the coming year.

     Gravel: Lisa noted there is another bill for gravel.

     Sidewalk Grant: Lisa informed the Board that she will be leaving with them the sidewalk
plan and feasibility paperwork.

     The Board thanked Lisa and she exited the meeting.

WATERSHED COMMITTEE:

     David Breed informed the Board that the Watershed Committee received a 319 grant which in
part has enabled them to hire someone for twenty hours a week so they can move forward.  He
introduced Heidi Britch-Valenta to the Board.  Ms. Britch-Valenta informed the Board that she
will basically be doing a lot of “knocking on doors” , talking with people who are familiar with
the problems of the lake, encouraging them to come out.  She stated she just wanted to meet the
Selectboard and establish contact and get good lines of communication established.   Mr. Breed
informed the Board that their next meeting is Thursday night and they have invited two different
septic people together with an engineer from Cross Consulting in to educate the Watershed
Committee.   He stated that one of the things they want to do is let people know what is possible. 
He noted the problem area with septics seems to be from the Bowling Alley around Dewing
Shore and it is possible with new technology to have shared septic systems.  He stated they are
considering having a seminar with the Campers’ Association, possibly at their annual meeting, to
encourage people to look into shared septic systems.  Discussion was held on municipal septic
systems and new technology.  Peter asked if Watershed had ever purchased a mulcher.  He stated
there was some discussion on purchasing one for town use.   David stated he knows they looked
into it, and advised he would check and get back to the Selectboard.  Ms. Britch-Valenta invited
the Board to feel free to contact her.  Members thanked her and Mr. Breed and they exited the
meeting.  

APPROVAL OF MINUTES:

     October 13, 2008 Minutes: Motion by Scott/Harvey to approve.  Peter asked for discussion
and Scott requested that on page two under Health Officer that the minutes be changed to reflect
that he contacted Polly Gadbois regarding the vacant Health Officer position and she agreed to
accept.  All members voted to approve the minutes with clarification requested by Scott.

     October 28, 2008 Minutes: Motion by Scott/Harvey to approve.  Peter asked for any
discussion/changes and there were none.  All members voted/minutes approved as presented.

BILLS AND ORDERS:
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     Reviewed and approved.   Lynn provided members with updated budget information which
was reviewed.  It was noted that we are at or over budget in some areas and will continue to
closely monitor spending in all areas.  Scott questioned an unemployment claim involving a
person who cleaned town offices.  Peter will speak with Lisa regarding the matter.

NEW BUSINESS:

     Subpoenas: Harvey informed the Board that he has received a subpoena in the State vs.
McDermott.  Peter also received a subpoena in this matter. 

     CDL: Harvey questioned whether we are in compliance with CDL guidelines as far as
physicals and random testing of our employees.  Peter advised that we have been in the random
testing pool and there have been times when he has received calls to go to the garage because
they would be doing a test.  

     Roads: Discussion was held on the roads that have been posted.  Harvey feels that the Riley
Road should also be posted as he has seen large trucks on it for no apparent reason other than
using it to circumvent going through town.

     Grading: Harvey questioned whether grading has been done and Scott advised that they are
working on it, but the rain has not helped them get it finished.  

OLD BUSINESS:

     Park and Ride:   Scott reviewed the grant materials with other Selectboard members.  He
reviewed criteria with members and it was determined that we meet all criteria.  Members
reviewed the opinion of the Town Attorney regarding this matter.  Motion made by Peter/Harvey
that Scott be authorized to sign the grant on behalf of the Selectboard.  Peter asked if there was
any further discussion and there was none.  All members voted in favor/motion approved.  Scott
signed the application and the project will move forward.  

     Paving Fire/Rescue Building: As discussed on previous occasions, Scott obtained several
quotes for removal of old materials and paving in front of the fire/rescue building.  Information
will be placed in the budget folder for consideration during budget preparation.  

     Tractor: Scott informed that he has not yet been able to obtain quotes for replacement of our
tractor, but hopes to have the information available for the next meeting.

     Boston Post Road: Peter was able to contact border patrol regarding locking of the gate and
learned that it was locked “at the request of a property owner”.  It was noted there are a couple of
camps up there, but the road is a public road.  Selectboard members agreed that since it is a
public road, the gate should not be locked.  Peter will request that the lock be removed.
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     Solid Waste Plan: At the last meeting, the Board approved changes requested by the State. 
Changes will need to be made to the plan and we will then need to hold two public hearings.  It
was decided that it will be warned for the December and January Selectboard meetings.  Scott
noted that in the warning, we must provide information on where the public can review the plan.
Lynn questioned whether or not we are going to put joining the solid waste district to the voters
at Town Meeting.  It was noted that Lisa felt that she and Sara would probably have enough time
to do the necessary paperwork required by the present plan.  Lynn noted that some towns are
finding it difficult to keep up with the paperwork now required by the State and feel it will take a
full-time person to handle all that is required.  It was felt that we would continue with our plan
until such time as we find we cannot handle it at which time consideration can be given to
joining the solid waste district. 

SELECTBOARD FOLDER:

     Correspondence: From State of Vermont regarding Solid Waste Grant.  It was noted this is
the $2000 grant applied for by the Town Clerk.
                                    From Vermont League of Cities and Towns regarding dues.
                                    Application for overweight permit for town trucks.  Scott reviewed and
signed.
                                    Correspondence regarding Board of Adjustment hearings to be held on
November 19, 2008 regarding two lakeside properties.
                                    Notice of Decisions - From Board of Adjustment regarding two recent
hearings.
                                    From attorney experienced in municipal law.  Members are satisfied with
our present attorney with whom we have had a good working relationship for several years.
                                    Regarding book signing (as discussed in September meeting) in Ferrisburg
by Canadian author.  A copy of the book will be provided to the town.
                                     Regarding Franklin County Industrial Development luncheon on
November 13, 2008, at 12 p.m. in St. Albans.
                                     Seminar in New Hampshire regarding concrete that allows water to go
through it.
                                      Regarding low interest loans available to towns for construction projects.
                                      From United Way.

MEMBER CONCERNS:

     Seminar: Harvey suggested that we contact law enforcement regarding rules and regulations
for posting roads, permits, etc.  He suggested that we have someone come to the Board meeting
to review such matters.  Scott suggested that it might be a good idea to contact other towns as
they must experience the same problems.  If enough people are interested, Scott will contact the
Abbey regarding space.  Harvey stated he knows traffic enforcement officers who might be
interested in doing this and Scott noted that the State Police are always willing to help out in
these types of matters.  If there is enough interest, we will attempt to set something up in
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December.  Peter noted that regulations might be available through Vermont League of Cities
and Towns and contact will be made with them.

     Trees: Scott feels that when time and weather permits, the crew should identify and trim trees
that are too close to the road.  Members agreed.

     Gravel: It was noted that the crew has stockpiled some gravel for spring, but we will not be
billed for it until after the first of the year.

     Time Off: Harvey feels there should be a time off calendar established so that we know when
town employees are off.  It was noted that Howard approves Ron’s time off and Scott approves
Howard’s times off, but Harvey feels we should have a calendar so that we know who is off and
when.  

     Sidewalk Grant: Recent correspondence was reviewed.  Peter noted that they want photos of
the area involved because of the change of the sidewalk from the north side to the south side. 
Harvey feels that whoever we are paying to do this work should respond to these types of
requests.  It was noted that one crosswalk was eliminated with this change.  Peter stated he had
received no response from STANTEC regarding the granite curbs.  

     Budget: Scott noted that he will caution the crew to limit spending to only essential items
because of the tight budget situation.  It was noted that we have purchased salt and will probably
need to buy more before winter is done.  Discussion was also held on plowing and overtime. 
Peter noted that the men have usually been good about it, coming in early when needed and then
going home rather than “racking up overtime”.   

     Motion by Scott/Lynn to adjourn.  All members voted in favor.  Meeting adjourned at 9:15
p.m.

Respectfully submitted

November 11, 2008 Barbara M. Varin
NOTE: These minutes are not official until approved by the Selectboard at their next
regular meeting which is presently scheduled for December 8, 2008.  Note: These minutes
were approved by the Selectboard on December 8, 2008.
                                      

     


