
 

 

MINUTES OF THE FRANKLIN SELECTBOARD 
TUESDAY, OCTOBER 9, 2012 

TOWN CLERK’S OFFICE 
 

Members Present: Peter Magnant, Yvon Dandurand, Kyle Lothian, Wayne Laroche, Andrew 
Godin, Lisa Larivee (Town Clerk/Treasurer)  
 
Guests: Caroline Bright, Polly Gadbois, Peter Benevento, Russell Ford, Bob Lumnah, Clark 
Hubbard, Robert Irish, Hugh Gates, Howard Vanselette, Roland Lontine. 
 
Peter Magnant called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.  The Pledge of Allegiance was said. 
 
Development Regulations:  Clark Hubbard and Robert Irish entered the meeting to review 
the updates to the regulations made by NWRP; which the board has made at the recent 
hearings.  The board must accept or reject the changes and advise NWRP.  See attached 
document for the changes.  Clark and Robert were thanked and exited the meeting. 
 
Caroline Bright was welcomed to the meeting as a candidate running for State Senate.  
 
Land Committee:  Polly entered the meeting to update the board regarding the land 
committee meeting held recently.  The next meeting will be on October 24 at 7:00 in the 
Felco Room.  Review of the history since 1990 of the ROW.  Lots of discussion was had.  
There were 8-10 uses discussed in 2009.  The committee put together a proposed mission 
statement for uses of the land.  Polly would like a selectboard member to be present at the 
future meetings.  Need to come up with a time line of a proposed plan for the future.  Polly 
feels they need to identify the tri-town facility’s available programs before other recreation 
plans are made.  Pete advised of the proposed sand shed.  The board will need to review the 
ROW agreement further before any plans are made.  Polly would like to request that 
someone do the minutes for their meetings. 
 
Minutes:  Minutes of September 11.  Kyle/Yvon made the motion to approve minutes.  No 
comments.  All members voted in favor, motion passed.  Minutes of September 18 joint 
meeting with Planning Commission.  Kyle/Andrew made the motion to approve minutes as 
written and read.  No comments.  All members voted in favor, motion passed. 
      
LCCA:  Peter Benevento, Russell Ford, Watershed Coordinator and Bob Lumnah entered 
the meeting.  Mr. Ford was introduced to the board as the new Watershed Coordinator. He 
has met with VT DEC to review the erosion concerns at the north end of the lake for 2013 
projects.  Four new conservation toilets are being installed; ½ of the cost is paid by the 
state/camper.  Peter B got an e-mail from Karen Bates, water basin/CREPs contact, about 
the fields of Jim Dewing with regards to the seeding of 9.5 acres for erosion control.  This 
was well done and they will continue to work with Mr. Dewing to improve the surrounding 
lake shore area.   
 The weed harvesting-weevils that the LCCA was looking into have been put on hold 
as they do not have proven results for the program and is very costly.   Peter would like the 
selectboard to review the lake/weed issue with them in the spring to come up with a control 
plan. 
 Dewing Shore erosion work is to begin on Monday, Oct 15; doing the worst spots that 
are undermining the road to keep within the grant budget.  Some trees will need to be 
removed, most to be kept. 
 Dewing Shore Rd culvert/bridge work will be done in the spring.  This will adjust the 
level of the lake better and prevent further erosion as the lake level will then be controlled by 
the dam as designed.  VT DEC controls the dam operation; would need permission from 
them to remove debris from below the dam.  Mike Kleine is the contact at DEC. 
 Bob Lumnah is the coordinator of the “Lake Carmi Days” in July.   He would like to 
request the town to install a public dock on the north beach for summer use to benefit all 
campers/boaters.  They have lots of events planned for summer 2013.  LCCA propose to 
install 75 ft. of docks with a tee; they will purchase and sell to the town for $1 to own.  The 
town would be responsible for insurance coverage at their cost.  Ask that the town assist with 
installing and removal of the docks.  This would promote life on Lake Carmi as it is the town’s 
biggest asset and tax base.  Peter Magnant advised that last year the town offered an 
agreement for the private dock owners to provide the town with a certificate of liability 
coverage on their docks and they needed to be open for public use and have proper signage.   
The dock owners would not accept this agreement.  The town will not take on the liability or 
ownership of town docks.  LCCA can install docks with the same rules and agreement as 
was offered last year; they must cover the cost of liability insurance.  VT Fish & Game will be 
installing access docks in the spring 2013.  The board has concerns with private parties 
installing docks due to liability issues.  Bob states that VLCT would be the best interest for 
insurance through the town.  Discussion had on the docks at the lake and their public use 



 

 

other than the “Lake Carmi Days”.  Mr. Benevento would like the board to discuss further and 
reconsider LCCA’s request.  Peter, Bob and Russ thanked for coming to the meeting and 
exited. 
 
Bills/Financial statement: 
      Bills were reviewed and signed.    
 
Town Clerk’s Concerns: 

 The Dewing Road bridge/culvert engineering plans and costs are due Oct 26. 

 Dan Clark as asked permission of the board for Vermont Electric to install an 
underground power supply on Morses Line Rd for his sugar house.  He will bring the 
form in when it’s received.  Board ok with Peter signing the application. 

 The Energy Efficiency work is being done this week in the attic. 

 The fire/burglar alarm grant work will take place on October 18th.  

 The weed harvester grant is due November 7.  Lisa will complete for review.  
Kyle/Andrew made a motion for Peter to sign when completed.  All members voted in 
favor, motion passed.  

 Village Center Designation map reviewed to the requested area per NWRP.  The 
board made adjustments to the map for submission.   

 E&O changes as submitted by the listers is reviewed and signed by Peter. 

 Reviewed the property insurance renewal received from VLCT.  The buildings have 
been revalued at a much higher value.  Board has asked Lisa to make contact with 
other carriers for bids. 

 Health insurance reviewed for 2013.  Lisa to bid with other carriers outside of VLCT to 
compare rates. 

 
Caroline Bright was thanked for participating and exited the meeting. 
 
Old Business: 

 Town land/land committee:  Hugh Gates entered the meeting regarding the land 
committee issues.  Wants to know what the land will be used for.  Board advised that 
they are proposing plans for a sand shed.  Mr. Gates asked if the board has read the 
decision of the recent court order.  The town is to use the ROW as long as town use is 
continued.  Mr. Gates is adamantly against the building of a sand shed at this location.  
Peter advised that Cross Consulting Engineering has done a study of the property 
regarding the water runoff and location for the sand shed.  Hugh states in the town 
plan there is an issue of incompatibility in its present location due to the expansion for 
future recreational area.  Wayne states the committee meeting was for brain storming 
ideas of use of the land.   
 Hugh states there needs to be discussion of the land scape of the property and 
design before engineering plans are made.  The board needs to have considerable 
input from the voters of future plans.  Consider a community day care facility or 
community pool.  Need to consider the cost/maintenance/use long term.  The 
Planning Commission did a community survey about 20 years ago.  The septic study 
considers use of the land for a community wastewater facility.  The “Homestead Drive 
agreement” can be used to accommodate the town land if all the parties agree to the 
use, per Hugh.   
 Kyle speaks any projects at this time is a cost issue – with the village area in a 
depressed state at this time.  Homestead residents go the St. Albans for pool use. A 
pool would be costly to maintain.   
 Hugh advises that capital investments need to be considered by the entire 
town.  He is open to ideas for the sand shed and development of the town land. 

 ZBA Resignation:  tabled as no one has come forward for the position. 

 Highway storm water study:  Peter will contact Cross Consulting on an update. 

 Tri-town ownership:  The board attended a joint selectboard meeting with Highgate 
and Swanton last month regarding the ownership of the Highgate Recreational 
Facility.  All boards agreed that ownership/operations should be contracted.  The 
boards are to meet with Jim Barlow/Paul Giullian on these legal issues.  Joel Clark 
has been elected chair and Yvon Dandurand vice-chair of the board.   

 Regional Rescue Services:  Kyle attended a recent meeting at Enosburg Rescue in 
which NWRP is working to assist with creating a regional rescue service.  Due to 
costs for Enosburg Rescue area towns are working on a regional plan.  Locations 
being considered are Richford, Enosburg and Sheldon. 

  
New Business: 

 Highway employees: Howard and Ron entered the meeting.  Kyle wanted to 
discuss personal issues with them.  Ron had injured his hand in April.  Need to 
provide medical approval for work status after doctor review of an injury.  Any and 
all incidences must be reported at time of injury.  Need to take notice of what 



 

 

needs to be done and taken care of timely.  Communication needs to be open of 
all issues/tasks of the highway department.  Someone needs be available on call 
during vacation times.  Need to address the policy for camp road maintenance.  
Reviewed the Dewing Shore Rd project and preconstruction meeting. 

 E-Mail newsletter list – Scott had concerns with the use of this form of notice for 
meetings, town events, etc.  Lisa advised that the quarterly newsletter is sent out 
with events to this list.  The town website is kept up to date daily as needed of 
meetings, notices, etc. that are needed for residents.  Bulk e-mails are not always 
effective as they get deleted/not read.  If someone needs to find information they 
should visit the website regularly.  The board advised to continue as currently 
doing.  

 
Selectboard folder:  

 Letter from Bob Mays, Director of Homestead and Carriage House, regarding a 
request to VTrans for a crosswalk marking on Rte. 120 just south of the fire station.  
Lisa to draft letter of support of Mr. May’s request to Jim Cota at VTrans. 

 ZBA notice of hearings for Denis Spracklin and Beverly Willever. 

 Vicki Gratton, Drama Club director, requesting use of the town hall  on Tuesday, 
Thursday and Saturday until February for a production.  All members ok with using 
town hall. 

 
Members Concerns:   

 Yvon would like to meet with the school board regarding the tractor and snow 
removal at the November meeting before winter hits.  Also to review the heating 
fuel service.   

 Yvon advised that NWRP has received a state grant for winterizing of residential 
homes in municipalities.  They have set goals to reach for each municipality as a 
contest with nice incentives to towns. 

 Kyle would like to invite Sheriff Norris to a board meeting to discuss coverage 
service regarding traffic issues at dangerous intersections in town.  Board would 
list as a line item in the warning. 

 Dog ordinance update needs to be posted on the website. 

 The board would like to hire someone to do minutes for the land committee, 
planning commission and other boards as needed.   

 BCA site visits will take place on Sunday the 14th at 2:00. 
 
Executive Session:  Peter would like a motion to enter executive session regarding the 
prayer lawsuit.  Yvon/Wayne made a motion to enter into executive session at 10:30; all 
members voted in favor, motion passed.  Prayer lawsuit discussed.  Peter/Kyle made a 
motion to exit executive session at 10:35; all members voted in favor, motion passed. 
 
Wayne/Kyle made a motion to adjourn the meeting.  All members voted in favor 5-0, motion 
passed.  Meeting adjourned at 10:35 p.m. 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
Lisa Larivee, Town Clerk 
October 11, 2012 
 
These minutes are not official until approved at the Select board’s next regular 
meeting.   
Approved by Selectboard – November 13, 2012. 


