
 

 

MINUTES OF THE FRANKLIN SELECTBOARD 
TUESDAY, OCTOBER 6, 2015 @ 7:00 P.M. 

TOWN CLERK’S OFFICE 
 

Members Present: Peter Magnant, Yvon Dandurand, Brooks Sturtevant, Ed Rainville, Lisa 
Larivee, Town Clerk/Treasurer.  
 
Guests: Jay & Linda Hartman, Howard Vanselette 
 
Peter called the meeting to order at 7:04 p.m., pledge of allegiance was said. 
  
Agenda amendments: discuss Library pillars with Highway Dept. 
Add to town clerk: Ecosystem grant 
Old Business:  Bishop water bill 
Review/approval of bills 
All members voted in favor, 4-0 approved. 
 
Public Comments:  Linda Hartman, very nice job on paving Morses Line Rd; concern with the 
drop-off into their driveway.  Howard advises he can put gravel in the driveway to fix. 
 
Minutes:   
Brooks/Yvon made the motion to approve the September 16, 2015 regular meeting minutes as 
written.   Vote taken, 4-0, all in favor. 
Ed/Brooks made a motion to approve the September 29, 2015 weed harvester emergency meeting 
minutes as written.  Vote taken, 4-0, all in favor.   
 
Highway Department: 

 Traffic ordinance/Morses Line speed limit:  Pete reviewed the proposal to reduce the 
speed limit from approx. Dandurand Rd to Morses Line Rd boundary from 50 to 40 mph.  Ed 
advised he had measured and it is .9 miles in length.  Jay Hartman asked what the origin of 
the change was.  Pete advised due to the curves, dips and blind driveways.  Linda states 
this was requested 20+ years ago and was denied, why change now?  What will 
enforcement be?  Yvon stated there needs to be an updated ordinance for enforcement to 
happen.  Ed spoke of their thoughts of why changes should be made; dangerous area with 
farm equipment, blind driveways, curves of road, speeding traffic, want to be conscientious 
to make the right decision, for safety of the residents.  Jay stated they support the board’s 
decision whatever it is.  Jay and Linda were thanked and exited the meeting.  Tabled traffic 
ordinance until next meeting when all members are present before final adoption. 

 Library pillars:  Ed spoke with Henry Rainville about options for the bases of the pillars.  
He will get quotes on two options for the board.  Ed still needs to speak with Jeremy about 
the brick work behind the pillars. 

 Pigeon Hill Project:  Howard advised the new culvert is complete; need to install the 
guardrails next week. Road is back open for traffic.  Discussion of removing the bypass 
road.  Howard would like to remove the culverts but leave the gravel for the road base.  
Howard states they need to block off the bypass road so people aren’t parking there or 
dumping trash.  Jim Cota from VTrans will do final inspection before paying Munson.   

 Highway grounds drainage:  Pete advised Hugh Gates has concerns with the catch basin 
at the corner of Homestead property filling up from run-off of the garage site.  Howard states 
it is also from Apple Tree Lane run-off.  The highway dept cleans the catch basin once a 
year.  The Town Clerk will look into a TAP grant (storm water issues) with Stone 
Environmental for the garage and fire station lots to reduce the run-offs directly into the 
brook. 

 Paving concerns: Pete asked why Homestead Drive wasn’t graded smooth before paving. 
Howard spoke with Pike regarding Homestead Drive the day before they were coming and 
Bob advised not to grade it, better to leave the hard packed surface rather than having 
loose gravel as it later settles and causes dips.  Howard stated they had removed 4” last fall 
to repair so the blacktop is thicker in that section.  Ed viewed depths of 1” to 8” up the road.   
With any future work, the paved surface needs to be cleaned well and dry before 
resurfacing as with Morses Line Rd.  Pike has to be responsible for their work performance; 
Howard will talk with Bob from Pike about the dissatisfaction of the board.   

 Better Back Roads grant:  Howard asked about extending the date of completion, as they 
will not have time to complete work on Gallup Rd this fall.  Lisa advised she believed the 
completion date was Dec 2016, but will verify.   

 Howard advised they are working on getting the weed harvester out of the lake; the trailer 
needs to be retrofitted as the new machine does not quite fit. 
 



 

 

Ed exited the meeting. 
 
Town Clerk concerns: 

 Slate roof:  Pete will get in touch with Bill Williams, Heritage Slate, regarding meeting on 
Monday, Oct 12 at 5:30 pm to view the roof of the town office for needed repairs. 

 Ecosystem grant:  Lisa has been contacted by Jessica, FWC, for a letter of support for the 
Ecosystem restoration grant; they are looking at doing work on the Hammond Shore Rd.  
Brooks/Yvon made a motion to authorize Pete to sign the letter of support for the FWC, 
Ecosystem grant.  Pete signed letter. 

 Insurance policy review/renewal:  Lisa reviewed the insurance policy from VLCT for 
property/vehicle coverage, workers comp and liability for the town; the rate of increase is 
2.4%.  Lisa updated the weed harvester equipment.  The board approves the renewal as 
listed. 

 
Old Business:   

 Weed harvester update:  Yvon has spoken with Subaru and they feel this engine is 
underpowered for what Aquamarine is asking it to do on this machine.  Polly advised when 
ordering this machine Aquamarine recommended we purchase the air cooled, 27 horse gas 
engine versus the liquid cooled 30 horse diesel, for the price difference was significant.  
Aquamarine is in violation of emissions in the US per Subaru at this time.  Yvon is waiting 
for Subaru to give him a reply on what the fix will be.  Pete had asked the town attorney to 
draft a letter to Aquamarine after the emergency meeting; the letter is on hold until we hear 
back from Subaru and Aquamarine.  Lisa will forward correspondence with Aquamarine 
from Yvon and Polly to the town attorney.  Yvon is still working for a replacement and hope 
to get a diesel engine. 

 Town hall policy:  tabled to next meeting. 

 Lake Carmi/Millpond dam:  Lisa has spoken with Kevin Burke from Lakes and Ponds 
regarding dredging out the causeway.  He is looking into what may be needed to do so.  
Lisa has spoken with Arnold Byam regarding the dam control; he advised he put boards in 
in April and removes them in September per DEC.  He has issues with people removing the 
boards during the summer, causing the lake level to be low.  Lisa will draft a letter to DEC 
about a more permanent structure rather than the boards that can be removed by anyone.   

 Park and Ride:  We have received a letter from VTrans advising we have 6 months to 
resolve this issue as long as we are working to find a solution.   

 Bishop’s water repair bill:  The board reviewed the material slips for the bill received from 
Bishop’s for the lawn repair after the water line work.  Yvon/Pete made a motion that the 
proposed retribution will be $150.83 paid to Vivian Bishop for cost of repairs (stone) after 
water line work as recommended by the Water Commission. All members voted in favor, 3-
0.  The Water Commission will do a letter to Vivian Bishop to go with the payment. 

 
Review and sign bills:  The board reviewed the bills.  Discussion on Munson bill for Pidgeon Hill 
project; Lisa will hold until final inspection by VTrans. 
 
New Business: 

 Leash Law:  The board has had a request from LCCA to consider adding the Lake Carmi 
Shoreland District to the ordinance with a requirement of dogs to be leashed.  The board will 
review and look at any other changes that may need to be made.   

 
Selectboard folder:   

- Howard has submitted a vacation time request for Nov-Dec - Andy to sign off on. 
- Traffic stop review for Sept by Franklin County Sheriff. 
- Yvon had requested from Highgate their trash ordinance for board review.  Discussed 

enforcement with judicial tickets.  Board will consider updating our ordinance. 
- NWSWD looking for a member representative from Franklin.  Post request to website and 

Facebook for interest of a community member. 
- Letter from Sandy Jones; complaint of neighbor’s horses on her property, causing damage. 

 
Member Concerns:   

- Yvon asked about Jake Dandurand as a spare driver; Lisa advised he is all set and has 
been trucking sand for the highway dept. 

- Yvon has been attending NRPC meetings; there are new regulations coming for TMDL 
standards for lakes.  There will be three step compliance dates; 2016, 2018, 2020.  ANR is 
working on the guidelines.  This will be a big issue for municipalities with roads and storm 
water run-off.  He asked Catherine (NRPC) about enforcement; towns will be unable to get 
permits from the state for not complying.  

- Board members agreed to make a $50 memorial donation for the death of Ed’s mother. 
 



 

 

 
 
Next regular select board meeting will be Wednesday, October 21st at 7:00 pm. 
Next water commissioner meeting will be October 12th at 6:00 p.m. 
 
Brooks/Yvon made a motion to adjourn at 9:27 p.m. All members voted in favor, meeting 
adjourned. 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
Lisa Larivee, Town Clerk  
October 9, 2015 
 
These minutes are not official until approved at the Select board’s next regular meeting.  
These minutes were approved at the October 21, 2015 meeting. 
 


