
 

 

MINUTES OF THE FRANKLIN SELECTBOARD 
WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 21, 2015 @ 7:00 P.M. 

TOWN CLERK’S OFFICE 
 

Members Present: Peter Magnant, Yvon Dandurand, Brooks Sturtevant, Andy Godin, Sara 
Rainville, Asst. Town Clerk/Treasurer.  
 
Guests: Julie Moore, Stone Environmental; Denise Smith and Joe Bondi, Friends of Northern Lake 
Champlain; Chelsea Roston, Franklin Watershed Committee. 
 
Peter called the meeting to order at 7:04 p.m., pledge of allegiance was said. 
  
Agenda amendments: Old Business: water study update 
Town Clerk: community events communications 
New Business: Dock storage 
All members voted in favor, 4-0 approved. 
 
Public Comments:  N/A 
 
Minutes:   
Brooks/Yvon made the motion to approve the October 6, 2015 minutes with minimal changes.  All 
members voted in favor, Andy abstained, 3-0, approved 
 
Highway Department: 

 Traffic ordinance/Morses Line speed limit:  tabled until next meeting. 
 
Town Clerk concerns: 

 Slate roof:  Heritage Slate met with Pete & Brooks at the office to look at the repairs 
needed on the roof.  There are approx. 10 tiles that need to be fixed, two plus hours to fix 
for $700.  Yvon/Brooks made a motion to accept the bid estimate of $700 from Heritage 
Slate for the roof repair.  Vote taken, 4-0 all in favor.   

 Board Clerk:  Sandy Murphy has shown interest in taking minutes of the board; invite her to 
the next selectboard meeting for a trial. 

 Community Events e-mails: Board discussed the merits of community events that involve 
local churches; did not come to a resolution.  Tabled until next meeting. 

 
 Review and sign bills:  The board reviewed and signed the bills.  
 
New Business:  

 Drama Club:  request from Debbie Berger to use the town hall for a production; board 
agreed to use at no charge. 

 NWSWD Membership:  Pete/Andy nominated David Bennion to represent Franklin on the 
Northwest Solid Waste District Board of Directors; all members in favor 4-0.  Notify NWSWD 
of new member. 

 Water Commission:  member needed for a three year term.  Brooks/Yvon nominated 
Marshall Ploof, all members in favor 4-0. 

 Dock storage:  last season the fish & game dock was stored at John/Brady Giroux.  Pete 
will speak with Brady Giroux about storage and Lisa will contact VLCT about liability 
coverage. 

 
Old Business:   

 Weed harvester update:  Yvon sent out e-mails this morning to Aquamarine and Subaru 
regarding legal action.  Yvon received two calls today; Aquamarine said they are bringing a 
new engine down to replace the current one.  Subaru states they thought Aquamarine had 
already resolved the issue.  The engine we have is not designed for what it is being used 
for.  Weed harvester is still at the lake. 

 
Friends of Northern Lake Champlain (FNLC):  Pete welcomed Denise Smith from FNLC and 
Julie Moore from Stone Environmental.  Denise presented a storm water management plan from 
March 2015 that was prepared by FNLC and Stone Environmental.  Julie Moore spoke on the 
numerous Franklin Watersheds.  The study was compiled from numerous resources/reports.  
Problem areas were discussed with options for remedies to reduce quantity and quality of runoff.  
Denise advised there is a design and scope grant due November 20th and other grants to 
implement the construction.  Denise advised she will come back again to get updates on projects 
done. 
Denise and Julie were thanked and exited the meeting. 



 

 

 
 
 
 
Old Business cont.:  

 Town hall policy:  Brooks/Yvon made a motion to update the town hall policy regarding 
large crowd events:  40 or more people for an event will be charged $50. All members voted 
in favor 4-0 of changes; motion passed. 

 Dog ordinance/Leash Law:  The board would like to invite Denis Demar, ACO, to the next 
board meeting to discuss changes to the leash law to include the Shoreland/Recreational 
District around the lake.    

 Park & Ride issues:  Need to do a letter to the Secretary of Transportation; the park & ride 
was opened in good faith; cannot pay back funds; not the current board that approved the 
project; it is being used by the community. 

 Water Commission update:  Brooks updated the board on the water district progress of 
system upgrades needed. 1) Magmeter, 2) overflow control and chlorinator shed, 3) 
individual service meters.  Phelps Engineering is closing on 10/31/15; recommended Otter 
Creek Engineering for the nest steps; Lance Phelps is completing the study for the State.   

 
Selectboard folder:   

- NMC community forum invitations for members 
- LCCA letter sent to State Dept of Health regarding water testing for blue/green algea at the 

beach/north end of Lake Carmi. 
- Thank you letter from St. Ann’s Shrine for memorial donation. 
- Letter from Denise Smith regarding Act 64 
- Water Commission letter to Vivian Bishop regarding repair bill. 
- Board letter to State regarding Millpond dam.  Pete will speak with Wayne Laroche. 

 
Member Concerns:   

- Andy advised the highway crew is finishing up with the Pidgeon Hill culvert project; Jim Cota 
from VTrans did a site visit at the end of last week. 

- Andy advised still working on hauling sand 
- Sara advised two loads of salt have been delivered; members discussed brine use for the 

roads. 
- Brooks advised of a dog complaint from Sue Richard regarding the Lori & Lester Thompson 

dog constantly barking. 
- Sara updated on the work at the town hall; painting and gutters 
- Budget meetings and future projects discussed 
- There will be a school consolidation meeting in Franklin on December 9, 2015. 

 
Next regular select board meeting will be Wednesday, Nov 4th at 7:00 pm and November 18th. 
Next water commissioner meeting will be November 9th at 6:00 p.m. 
 
Brooks/Andy made a motion to adjourn at 9:22 p.m. All members voted in favor, meeting 
adjourned. 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
Sara Rainville, Asst. Town Clerk  
October 22, 2015 
 
These minutes are not official until approved at the Select board’s next regular meeting.  
These minutes were approved at the November 4, 2015 meeting. 
 


