
 

MINUTES OF THE FRANKLIN SELECTBOARD 
WEDNESDAY, MARCH 4, 2015 @ 7:00 P.M. 

TOWN CLERK’S OFFICE 
 

Members Present: Peter Magnant, Yvon Dandurand, Brooks Sturtevant, Ed Rainville, and  
Sara Rainville, Asst. Town Clerk.  
 
Guests: Chris Ferland, Dave Bennion, Anthony Rainville, Jeff Monder-VTel, Kim Gates-
Maynard, Shaun Coleman-NRPC, Justin Rainville-FFD 
 
Peter Magnant called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.  The pledge of allegiance was said. 
 
Agenda amendments:  Weed harvester permit to operate-end 
Selectboard rules/procedures with organization 
Highway crew posting notice 
All members voted to accept the agenda amendments. 
 
Public Comments: none 
 
Board Reorganization:   
 Peter congratulated Yvon Dandurand and Andy Godin for being elected to a new term. 

 Chair: Ed Rainville/Brooks Sturtevant nominate Peter Magnant as chair, all in favor. 

 Vice Chair:  Brooks Sturtevant/Ed Rainville nominate Yvon Dandurand as vice chair, 
all in favor. 

 Road Commissioner:  Yvon Dandurand/Ed Rainville nominate Andy Godin as road 
commissioner, all in favor. 

 
Selectboard Rules and Procedures:  from VLCT template on how to run meetings and general 
rules to follow.  Brooks Sturtevant/Ed Rainville made a motion to accept the selectboard rules 
and procedures, all in favor, members signed. 
 
Appointments/vacancies: 

 Health Officer: Chris Ferland was present at the meeting with interest; he is local 
and has time to help.  Yvon Dandurand/Brooks Sturtevant nominate Chris Ferland 
as Health Officer, all members in favor.  Oath signed; Chris was thanked and exited 
the meeting. 

 Zoning Administrator:  Yvon Dandurand/Brooks Sturtevant nominated Robert Irish, 
all members in favor.  Invite Mr. Irish to the next board meeting. 

 Planning Commission:  Ed Rainville/Brooks Sturtevant nominate Dan Larivee and 
Judith McLaughlin each for three year terms.  All members voted in favor. 

 Zoning Board of Adjustment:  one vacant position; Yvon Dandurand/Ed Rainville 
nominate Dennis Young for a three year term.  All members voted in favor. 

 Animal Control:  Yvon Dandurand/Brooks Sturtevant nominate Dennis Demar.  All 
members voted in favor. 

 All other positions as listed in attached approved by board. 
 
Peter suggested changing to two selectboard meetings per month.  Yvon suggests waiting 
until next meeting as Andy is absent.  Tabled until March 11th meeting. 
 
Emergency Management Plan: 
Peter welcomes Shaun Coleman with NRPC; Mark Toof is out sick so Justin Rainville is filling 
in.  Want to be more storm prepared; need to get information out during a crisis and the phone 
numbers to contact.  Shaun advises that Peter is the director to make decisions in the event of 
an emergency; the emergency coordinator does the administrative/busy work and reports back 
to the selectboard chair.  The emergency operation plan (EOP) needs to be updated by May 1, 
2015 to be eligible for federal disaster funds. 
 Shaun is working on the hazard mitigation plan that needs to be approved by FEMA to 
be eligible for mitigation funds for projects identified.  Shaun will work on draft and send to the 
board, and then he will attend another selectboard meeting.  The board will set up a mitigation 
committee to further work on the plan.  All selectboard members in favor of proceeding. 
 Getting people to work at shelters is the biggest issue; ask Red Cross to open shelters.  
Franklin Homestead/Carriage House evacuation discussed.  Shaun advises to use social 
media, news and radio to get the word out for emergency notifications; last resort is door to 



 

door canvasing.  Justin states the importance of early education to the public at community 
events so people know resources in the event of a town emergency.  Shaun advises we need 
to update the EOP and work on the hazard plan; Justin advised that the county mutual aid 
agreement needs to be updated with the local fire departments.   
 Shaun Coleman and Justin Rainville were thanked and exited the meeting. 
 
VTEL Wireless:  regarding cell towers.  Jeff Monder was welcomed to the meeting.  Jeff 
discussed broadband vs. wireless, gave a background of the company from his handout.   

 Funding ends June 2015 

 Services offered. 

 Location on Towle Neighborhood Rd with a six mile radius for coverage. 

 Look like regular wooden telephone pole with 3 antennas parallel to pole 

 LTE site design reviewed; single 2 ft. radius dish/2 ft. deep. 

 Facing toward St. Albans 
 Yvon asks what VTEL needs from the town.  Jeff advised they will need a permit to set 
poles in town ROW and a letter of support from the selectboard.  Can maintain the poles and 
lines from the roadway.  Does not replace the current phone/internet system, this is only data 
not voice.  Tony Rainville asks about expansion once the first system is installed.  Jeff advises 
it is easy to add to the network.   
 Yvon asks Kim’s opinion.  Kim clarifies this is only broadband and wireless for data, not 
cell phone (voice usage).  Peter asked for other comments, none had; Peter states this is lots 
of information received to review.  Jeff left a ROW permit; many times the road foreman 
reviews the site for input.  Need the permit asap if to continue.  Jeff was thanked and exited 
the meeting.   
 Brooks Sturtevant/Ed Rainville made the motion denying support of the permit for pole 
and wire for the VTEL project.  All members voted in favor. 
 
Paving Grant: The board discussed the paving grant from VTrans.  Peter advised they wish to 
start paving from Messier Rd to the Canadian Border Crossing and the Franklin section of 
Gore Rd to the Highgate town line.  Board agrees. 
 
Weed Harvester permit to operate:  Sara advised every ten years a permit to operate the 
harvester must be renewed to operate on Lake Carmi; the application has been completed.  
Yvon Dandurand/Ed Rainville made the motion to approve the support letter and apply for the 
permit to the State DEC.  All members in favor, Peter signed the permit. 
 
Highway Dept.:  Brooks Sturtevant/Yvon Dandurand made a motion to accept Roland 
Lontine’s resignation dated 3/2/2015 effective 3/13/2015.  All members voted in favor-
accepted. 
 The Selectboard agreed to release Ron of his town duties and pay him through 
3/13/2015 end of work day.  Yvon will speak with Andy about meeting with Boy and Ron on 
Thursday morning.   
 Peter advised the board will review the highway job posting at the next regular meeting. 
 Ed advised he is still waiting on road side tree trimming prices. 
 
 Town meeting was discussed. 
 
Next regular meeting will be March 11 at 7:00 pm.   
 
Yvon Dandurand/Ed Rainville made the motion to adjourn the meeting.  All members voted in 
favor, motion passed.  Meeting adjourned at 9:30 p.m. 

  
Respectfully Submitted, 
Sara Rainville, Asst. Town Clerk 
March 5, 2015 
 
These minutes are not official until approved at the Select board’s next regular meeting.  
Minutes were approved at the March 11, 2015 meeting. 


