
 

 

 
FRANKLIN SCHOOL BOARD/SELECTBOARD MEETING 

FRANKLIN ELEMENTARY SCHOOL LIBRARY 
April 15, 2015 

6:15pm 
 
Present:  Tim Magnant, Chairperson, David Rood, Bob Berger.    Winton Goodrich, 
Superintendent of Schools, Joyce Hakey, Principal, Becky Hart, Business Manager, 
Pierrette Bouchard, School Board Secretary.  Others present:  Town Select-Board 
Members: Peter Magnant, Brooks Sturtevant, Yvon Dandurand and Andy Godin (arrived 
at 6:38Pm) 
 
AGENDA 
 
Call Meeting to Order- Tim Magnant called the meeting to order at 6:15pm.  

 Agenda Revision 
 
Mowing Bid Review:  The School Board and Town Select Board members reviewed the bids.  
There was one low bid on a demo model from Exit 18 of $3,559.00.  The board felt that the unit 
should be viewed and if satisfactory, the model should be purchased.  Bob Berger moved, 
seconded by Thomas Gates to authorize Yvon Dandurand and Peter Magnant to assess the 
demo unit at Exit 18, make a decision if the mower meets our needs and purchase the zero 
turn if satisfactory.  Bob Berger moved to add an amendment to his original motion, seconded 
by Thomas Gates that in addition to include the board authorizes the chair of the school board 
signatory authority to sign the paperwork.  The board voted 3-0 to approve the motion. 
 
Public Comments- After speaking with the Superintendent prior to the meeting, Peter 
Magnant stated that they believe the Governor and the Senate has softened on the mandatory 
consolidation of schools-based on feedback that they have received from school boards.  He 
felt that the community meeting was an important part of this process and thought that the 
community appreciated it.  Joyce commented that community and parental involvement, and 
having local control of the school board, are integral to students' success and the success of 
the school. 
 
Dog Issue:  Since the meeting on March 17th that the Superintendent had with the dog owner 
and the verbal agreement was made with the owner (not to be on school property when any 
people are present at school or on the athletic fields), the dog has been on school property on 
March 24th, March 30th, March 31st, April 1st, April 3rd, April 10th and April 14th    when people 
have been at the school.  Because the owner has already violated the verbal agreement, the 
board members felt that the dog should now be forbidden from trespassing on school property 
at all times of day or night.   The Superintendent would have a no trespassing order delivered 
by the Franklin County Sheriff's office.   

 
MINUTES OF THE FRANKLIN SELECTBOARD 

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 15, 2015 @ 7:00 P.M. 
TOWN CLERK’S OFFICE 

 
Members Present: Peter Magnant, Yvon Dandurand, Ed Rainville, Brooks Sturtevant, Andy 

 Godin and Lisa Larivee, Town Clerk.  
 
Guests: Howard Vanselette, Polly Gadbois, Judith McLaughlin, Kristy Porter, Dennis Demar, 
Rick Calderwood 
 
Peter Magnant called the meeting to order at 7:04 p.m.  The pledge of allegiance was said. 
 
Agenda amendments: none 
 
Public Comments: Kristy Porter attended the meeting regarding a dog complaint at the 
residence of 505 Messier Rd.  The yellow/blonde dog chases cars, lies in the road, and 
barks/growls and chases at walkers that pass by.  The Porters are worried about their children 
being bitten when walking or riding bikes by the property.  Yvon has been in touch with the 
owner of the dog; they have gotten an electric collar and installed a run to keep the dog on 
their property.  They are concerned with the complaints and safety of the neighbors; Yvon 
spoke with her about her responsibility as a dog owner.  The dog has been registered with the 
town.  The board advised Kristy to keep them informed if it occurs again.   



 

 

 The board updated Dennis Demar, Animal Control Officer, of the status of the Grissom 
dog; Tom has been given a “no trespass” order by the F.C. Sheriff to stay off school grounds 
with the dog due to safety concerns.  Dennis has also spoken with Tom & Sue Richard about 
the neighbor’s dog that barks constantly, Dennis has visited and advised them to put in a 
written complaint. 
 Rick Calderwood has come to speak with the board about contacting dig safe before 
doing work at the town hall to mark water lines.  He also has concerns with the septic tank of 
the church which is under the shared driveway.  They have taken down trees behind the 
parsonage and church, would the board like them to take down some trees behind the park as 
well that are leaning?  Pete will have to speak with Hugh Gates about where the boundary line 
is, not sure if they are the town’s trees.   Rick was thanked and exited the meeting. 
 
Minutes:  Minutes of April 1, regular meeting and April 6 , highway interviews; Yvon 
Dandurand/Ed Rainville made a motion to accept the minutes as written; add the time of 
executive session at 3:12 to the April 6.  All in favor, motion passed. 
 
Highway Department:  Howard has been fixing pot holes.  Webster Rd washouts have been 
a concern, there may be an old water line running down the road.  Middle Rd has bad spots 
that have been graveled.  Messier Rd needs some gravel on the soft spots.   
 Yvon asked Howard about replacing the hot water heater at the garage; Howard 
advised it has not been leaking now.  Yvon asked if he had looked at the plow at Laroche’s; 
Howard advised it is in poor condition, not interested.   
 Driveway permit:  Howard has visited the sight of the new driveway for the permit that 
was submitted by Benjamin/Dansareau.  Andy had spoken with Mike Benjamin last fall and 
advised a new 15” culvert needed to be used.  An old culvert was installed, Andy will speak 
with Mr. Benjamin.   
 Yvon asked about the truck 2 repairs; Howard advised they have been done, it was in 
dire need of brake work.  Town Clerk advised that a Better Back Roads grant application has 
been received.   The board would like to look at culvert work on Webster Rd and Gallup Road 
ditching as well.  Yvon asked Howard to take a look at the erosion of silt from the field running 
onto the Lothian property on Hanna Rd.  Howard was thanked and exited the meeting. 
  
Old Business:   

 Weed Harvester grant:  Polly Gadbois and Judith McLaughlin were present to discuss 
the weed harvester project.  Yvon has spoken with several people about our current 
harvester and its value without the trailer.  We want to keep our trailer as we will need it 
for the new machine.  A gentleman in Florida gave a price of $3,000 to buy and could 
put $10-12,000 into refurbishing it.  Spoke with Steve Cushing with St. Albans Bay 
group about buying the old machine.  Yvon feels buying a new machine is a good 
investment for the long term use.  St. Albans has four towns that budget for and share 
the cost to operate with a contractor; it is out of the town’s hands.  They would like a 
second machine.  We should consider using LCCA funds that have been offered in 
good faith to get a new machine and aid in the operation/ coordination of.  Reviewed 
the options available of the new machine; remove the auto lubricating system.  Ed 
would like to offer to sell the old machine to the LCCA if they want to operate it rather 
sell to St. Albans.  Judith feels LCCA would be very grateful to have a new harvester on 
the lake.   Pete discussed the use of funds from LCCA and whether to accept it or not.  
Ed states when we sell the old machine, to reduce the funds needed from LCCA’s 
contribution.  Judith would like to see the extra money from the sale of the old machine 
put toward operation of the harvester.  Polly advised that the volunteer funds available 
for grant matches looks very appealing. Ed speaks of leasing a tractor for use with the 
harvester.  Polly states that Peter Kittell has rented for $1 in the past with a contract to 
the town for this purpose; he may be willing to do so again.   

   Reduced cost of the new equipment $56,585 less $1,980 (lube system) 
   Equals $54,605 
   Less the funds of FRS $25,000 and LCCA $10,000 
   Cost to town of 19,605 for new harvester plus operation costs 
   Grant funds of $27,990 
Brooks Sturtevant/ Yvon Dandurand made a motion to purchase the new harvester from 
Aquamarine as bid less options (auto lube system) for a total of $54,605 less the funds from 
FRS and LCCA and grant. All members voted on favor, motion passed.   
Ed asks to do a letter to LCCA offering them to purchase the old machine. 
Polly advised when ordering there is a 40% of purchase price deposit that is needed.  She will 
get the wire information to the Town Clerk. 
Brooks Sturtevant/Andy Godin made a motion for Yvon Dandurand to approve the down 
payment of the weed harvester after contacting Aquamarine.  All members voted in favor, 
motion passed. 



 

 

Ed has concerns with who to hire for the operation of the weed harvester.  Need to be fair to all 
people who apply and get hired or are available to operate.  Kyle Lothian is willing to work as 
well.   
Invite Delbert Cook and his son Andrew, Kyle Lothian and Peter Kittell to the next meeting to 
discuss the schedule of operation.  The LCCA has offered to coordinate the scheduling of the 
weed harvester operations. 
 
Review and sign bills:   The board reviewed and signed bills. 
 
Old Business cont.:  

 Town Hall bids:  The town has voted and budgeted $14,500 in match funds for the 
grant that has been received from Historic Preservation for $14,500.  Bids were 
opened and reviewed.   

  Tatro Construction-excavate/drainage and foundation repair $16,800 
  Guilmette Handyman Services-drainage $3,500 and foundation repair $2,500 
 totaling $6,000.  Additional costs if entire foundation needs to be replaced.   
  Bob Ailes Roofing-replace standing seam roof for $9,800.  Town Clerk will 
 confirm the square footage bid on. 
Yvon Dandurand/Ed Rainville made a motion for the selectboard to accept the bids from 
Guilmette Handyman Services of $6,000 and Bob Ailes Roofing of $9,800 and recommend to 
the Historic Preservation foundation.  All members voted in favor, motion passed. 

 Emergency Operation Plan:  tabled at this time, still working on. 
 
New Business: 

 Personnel Policy review:  tabled at this time, awaiting input from attorney before 
finalizing.  
 

Selectboard folder:   

 Welcome Sign of Morses Line:  information the Town Clerk has gotten from NRPC 
and Agency of Tourism regarding welcome signs states they are not allowed within 
the ROW of the town.  

 
Lisa, Town Clerk exited the meeting. 

 
Member Concerns:  none 
 
Executive Session:  Brooks Sturtevant/Andy Godin made a motion to enter executive session 
at 9:30 pm to discuss highway personal.   
Yvon Dandurand/Brooks Sturtevant made a motion to exit executive session at 10:09 pm 
 Brooks Sturtevant/Yvon Dandurand made a motion to hire Jeremy Barnum to the open 
highway position with a six month probation period starting at $18.00/hr.  All members voted in 
favor, motion passed.  Pay will be reevaluated after the six months. 
 Yvon discussed having Jake Dandurand come in again to speak with the board.   
 Pete discussed letters being sent to all applicants thanking them for applying.  Andy will 
also call Jake and Lyndol thanking them. 
 
Next regular meeting will be May 6 at 7:00 pm.   
 
Brooks Sturtevant/Yvon Dandurand made the motion to adjourn the meeting.  All members 
voted in favor, motion passed.  Meeting adjourned at 10:15 p.m. 

  
Respectfully Submitted, 
Lisa Larivee, Town Clerk 
April 20, 2015 
 
These minutes are not official until approved at the Select board’s next regular meeting.  
Minutes were approved at the May 6, 2015 Selectboard meeting. 


