
Franklin Planning Commission 
Public Hearing on Town Plan-Draft Dated December 2011 

January 11, 2012 
FELCO Room, Franklin Homestead 

 
Members Present: Dan Larivee, Brooks Sturtevant, David Lucey, Clark Hubbard, Peter Kittell, Doug 
Clark, and Gerard Tremblay  
 
Others Present: Kim Gates-Maynard, Peter Magnant, Heidi Britch-Valenta (Representing Franklin 
Watershed and the Septic Committee), Greta Brunswick (NRPC) and Sara Rainville (PC Secretary). 
 
Meeting opened at 7:00 p.m. by Planning Commission Chair, Clark Hubbard. 
 
Clark welcomed and thanked everyone in attendance for coming, was a little disappointed in the lack 
of public attendance.  Clark asked if anyone had any questions or comments for the PC. 
 
Kim stated that she & Hugh did; she handed out their comments to all present. She thanked the PC 
for the opportunity to comment and noted that for future drafts she would like to see all the tracked 
changes. Below are the comments: 
 
Page 4: 3-E and 3-H are the same-PC reviewed and agreed to remove 3-H. Greta will make change. 
 
Page 6 (line 21): The Carriage House is not “Town-owned”.  Also add the Town Hall, Fire Station, and 
Franklin Central School-PC reviewed and agreed to remove “Carriage House” and add “Town Hall, 
Fire Station and Franklin Central School”. Greta will make change. Kim would like the school to be 
listed as Franklin Central School not Franklin Elementary School. 
 
Page 7 6C: Change “Establish” to “To support”-PC reviewed and would like to change “Establish” to 
“Reestablish and support” in its place. Greta will make change.  
 
Page 7 9-A:   Opportunities include conduction an energy audit to evaluate potential energy saving 
INSERT “including street lights”.  It is assumed that this would apply to the town garage street lights.-
PC reviewed and agreed to add. Greta will make change. 
 
Page 8 9-D:  Encourage siting of building INSERT “and facilities” so as to reduce energy costs, such 
as solar orientation, use of natural windbreaks and shade trees, encouraging intensive development 
to locate near Village centers, etc. INSERT “and use of terrain/topography for material stock-piles and 
handling.” –PC reviewed and agreed to add. Greta will make change. 
 
Page 16 Housing last paragraph:  The housing unit and 32.2% change in number of households info 
doesn’t seem accurate. -PC reviewed; Kim feels that these numbers are not accurate, she wonders if 
this section needs to included as it is very confusing. Greta advised that all this information is from the 
American Community Survey 2006-2009, she will review the data and see if changes should be 
made.  
 
Page 18 EMPLOYMENT:  Why was self-employed excluded?  The self-employed are a vital part of 
our community.-PC reviewed; Greta stated most of this information is complied from the US Census 
data. She will review the data and see if changes should be made  
 
Page 18 last sentence:  Only three persons both lived and worked in town.  Is incorrect, Hugh wants 
to know which one of the four Franklin Telephone Co employees not working?  How are the 
telecommuters counted?-PC reviewed and would like the “Only three persons both lived and worked 



in town” sentence deleted as it’s not an accurate reflection of the Town even though the current 
Census data stated otherwise.  PC also feels that if other data is not an accurate reflection of the 
Town that it should also be deleted.  Greta will make change. 
 
Page 21 first paragraph:  What is the Reach Up?  Why weren’t other public assistance programs 
used?  According to this paragraph, it looks like Franklin has really prospered and is misleading. –PC 
reviewed; agreed that they would like the definition of “Reach Up” included, also would like Greta to 
verify the 1.8% figure to see if accurate as it seems misleading based on people struggling in our 
community. Greta will make change and get back to PC on poverty percentages. 
 
Page 21 last two paragraphs:  There should be a reference to the current use program and the 
Vermont property tax adjustment claim form.-PC reviewed and agreed that information should be 
added after the second paragraph. Greta will make change. 
 
Page 22 last sentence:  What facts and theory supports “the legal conversion of seasonal homes may 
have a positive effect on lake quality”?-PC reviewed and discussion was had at length; Heidi noted 
that she does not believe that any study done would ever support the above statement.  Heidi also 
questioned if the Town is encouraging or discouraging the legal conversion of seasonal homes to 
year round homes. Clark responded if they meet the zoning requirements, then yes.  PC agreed to 
remove the above sentence. Greta will make change 
 
Page 24 second paragraph:  Is “Spruce Bogs” synonymous with “Lake Carmi Bog”?-PC reviewed and 
discussion was had. All agreed this needs to be clarified, Peter K will look into.  
 
Page 24 second paragraph last sentence: …Franklin’s bog and wetland areas make it (CHANGE “a 
Town” to “an area”) an area of great natural beauty unique in Franklin County.-PC reviewed and 
agreed to leave as currently is written in the draft.  
 
Page 26 First paragraph last sentence: “Both attempts failed but a bullet-hole in the entry door at the 
Richard’s Farm” INSERT “that is now the door on the Franklin Historical Society log cabin “still stands 
as evidence.-PC reviewed and agreed to the change. Greta will make change 
 
Page 28 AGRICULTURE first paragraph last sentence:  This information should be corrected and 
revised for the number of farms.  Why not put the names and count into this plan?  There are 
seventeen working dairy farms (Rolland Rainville, Ron Paradis, Mike Benjamin, Mike Lothian, Towle 
Neighborhood, Andy Godin, George Godin, Adrian Rainville, Wayne Fiske, Jon Gates, Peter Kittell, 
Walter Elwood, Clement Rainville, RJ Fournier, Ernest Fortin, Tim Magnant, and Kenneth Corey).  It 
is not clear what defines the fifteen farms which are currently being cropped (we count 25).  There 
should also be more information about non-dairy agricultural that include a large Poultry farm, a horse 
farm (James Messier), several vegetable farm stands, apple orchards, maple sugaring, organic 
popcorn, apiary, blueberry and sunflower oil production.-PC reviewed and agreed to change to 
number of active dairy farms to 17 and the number of cropped farms to 25 as of January 2012.  PC 
does not want to list the farms individually.  PC will add more information about non-dairy agriculture 
that will include the large poultry farms, maple sugaring, vegetable farms stands and horse farm. 
Greta will make change 
 
Page 29 first paragraph:  The majority of Franklin residents have had access to high-speed internet 
since 2002 from Franklin Telephone, Fairpoint Communications upgraded in 2011 should have 
provided coverage to almost all of the remain areas of South Franklin and the Scott Road.-PC 
reviewed and agreed, will remove “high speed internet” from second to last sentence. Greta will make 
change. 



Page 29 Programs:  It doesn’t state the criteria for becoming a “designated Village Center”.  Doesn’t 
the town have to have a municipal septic system to become designated?-Greta advised it does not.  
 
Page 31 Chapter 6 Community Facility:  All the facilities could use a revision.-PC reviewed. Greta 
noted that since this basic Town Plan update was not done with a grant, not everything has been 
gone over; it’s up to the PC to give her other things that would like included. 
 
Page 31 Town Clerk’s Office: What is the future of accessing public records on-line?-Not discussed.  
  
Page 31 Town Hall:  REPLACE PARAGRAPH WITH:  Franklin has a Town Hall which presently 
serves as a meeting place for citizen groups, the church youth group, the drama club, the Haston 
Library special programs, the Historical Society and adult recreation programs.  The Town Hall has 
universal access and can be reserved for events.  The Town was awarded a grant to preserve the 
beautiful stage curtain painted by Mr. Hefflon, which graces the stage of the Town Hall.  The town 
also received a grant for new sidewalks and snow guards on the roof.-PC reviewed and agreed with 
change. Kim feels that this is a better reflection of the Town Hall; it’s used a lot more than people 
may. Greta will make change 
 
Page 31 The “Franklin” Homestead and Carriage House:  REPLACE PARAGRAPH AND CHECK 
WITH FH & FCH FOR THEIR INPUT.  The Franklin Homestead and Franklin Carriage House as a 
not-for-profit residence for seniors age 55 and over in a scenic, peaceful setting in Franklin village.  
The Franklin Homestead built in 1993 with 19 one bedroom and 4 two bedroom independent living 
apartments, offers affordable housing options as well as market rate apartments.  Utilities, parking, 
basic TV and free laundry facilities are included in the rent.  Beautiful common living areas offer 
opportunities for neighbors to gather and enjoy each other’s company.  The FELCO room is available 
to residents and the community for larger gatherings and regular activities.  The Franklin Carriage 
House, built in 2001, offers 18 private studio apartments with supportive services from a dedicated 
caring staff that respects your independence and dignity.  The Carriage House provides three home 
cooked meals a day and evening snacks, cleaning, laundry services and assistance with small tasks 
and emergencies.  There is staff on duty 24 hours.  The beautiful common area offer opportunities for 
both organized activities and informal companionship and gatherings.  Person Care Services are 
provided by Franklin County Home Health and/or private care givers.- PC reviewed and would like 
added with above changes removed from Kim’s suggestion. Greta will make change 
 
Page 31 Town Garage:  REPLACE WITH- The original Town Garage was destroyed by fire in 2006.  
It was rebuilt on the same lot in a new location without due consideration of its viability within the 
broad parameters of the Town of Franklin Municipal Plan.  The sand pile and salt shed have been 
moved to the new town land formerly owned by Richard & Hazel Westcott. –PC reviewed and would 
like added with above changes removed from Kim’s suggestion. Greta will make change 
 
Page 31 Franklin Fire and Rescue Station:  ADD INFO-PC agreed and will get information to Greta to 
add.  
 
Page 31 Franklin Central School:  ADD INFO including that the school is an emergency location and 
has a large automatic emergency generator.-PC reviewed and agreed with the change. Greta will 
make change.  
 
Page 32 Recreation third paragraph second sentence:  There are organized softball and baseball 
teams, a V.A.S.T. snowmobile trail, “pick-up” INSERT “basketball games at the School gym and 
Zumba exercise classes” at the Town Hall…In addition, a INSERT “1 mile” walking trail was recently 
added INSERT “as Harrison and Brendan Gates’ Eagle Scout project and community support to the 
Franklin Central” School property.-PC reviewed and agreed with the change. Greta will make change. 



Page 32 Recreation third paragraph last sentence:  Open land near the village area has been 
purchased by the town INSERT “and may have” (DELETE “for”) potential recreational uses. -PC 
reviewed and agreed with the change. Greta will make change. 
 
Page 32 Recreation third paragraph NEW END Sentence:  Franklin, Highgate and Swanton are part 
of the Tri-Town Recreational Committee that has been working since 2010 to have a joint recreational 
and ice arena for the area. -PC reviewed and agreed with the change. Greta will make change. 
 
Page 32 Other Resources first paragraph REPLACE LAST SENTENCE:  This land is located near 
the town garage.  That land continues to be used for agriculture except for a portion used for salt, 
sand, gravel piles, and supplies storage by the Town Highway Department.  Plans for the future uses 
of that land are expected to be drafted by a citizens committee under the direction of the Select 
board. - PC reviewed and agreed with the changes as noted above. Greta will make change. 
 
Page 33 Map:  The Village New and Catholic Cemetery does not show on this map.  The East 
Franklin Cemetery does not show on this map.  The Patton Cemetery should be marked as private. 
PC reviewed and agreed with the change. Greta stated she just needs someone to give her a copy of 
the correct map and she will update. 
 
Page 34 Fire Protection second paragraph 1st sentence:  Franklin has mutual aid agreements with all 
Franklin County Fire Departments INSERT “and several Canadian Departments”…- PC reviewed and 
agreed with the change. Greta will make change. 
 
Page 34 Fire Protection third paragraph:  Add information about where the plan is kept and who is in 
charge of the plan. PC reviewed and agreed with the change. Greta will speak to Shaun Coleman at 
NRPC and get information to make the change. 
 
Page 34 Rescue Service:  Do we have still have an active first responder service?  PC responded 
yes.  
 
Page 37 second paragraph:  There should be a reference for the current septic study in the village of 
Franklin. -PC reviewed and agreed with the change. Greta has the information already and will make 
change. 
 
Page 39 second paragraph:  REPLACE “SSP” with “SPP”- PC reviewed and agreed with the change. 
Greta will make change. 
 
Page 39 last paragraph last sentence:  ADD “with permission”. - PC reviewed and agreed with the 
change. Greta will make change. 
 
Page 42 Other transportation first paragraph:  CHANGE SENTENCE TO:  In 2010, new sidewalks 
were installed around Square Road and to the Franklin Central School with funding from a Safe 
Routes to School grant for $250,000.    New sidewalks were installed in front of the Haston Library 
and South to the Franklin Homestead Crosswalk with funding from the FELCO Foundation.  There is 
need to extend sidewalks to the South end of the village. - PC reviewed and agreed with the change. 
Greta will make change. 
 
Page 42 Other Transportation second paragraph:  The access to Canadian Biking Trails should also 
be included. - PC reviewed and noted that they are not aware of any, people have bike routes via the 
highway system; no change made. Kim/Peter M would like to see something added in this section 
about the Morses Line Border Crossing and its history as well as its value to the Town.  Peter M will 
get something to Greta on the border station for her to add. 



Page 43 MAP:  In the legend change “unknown” to “Private”.  Homestead Drive is a private 
“driveway”, not a road. - PC reviewed and agreed with the change. Greta will make change. 
 
Page 44 Local education:  REDUE The Franklin Central School, “which serves preschool through 
Grades 6, was built in 1992.  As of Jan 2012, there are 122 students in K through 6 grade and 23 
preschool students. The results of FCS’s efforts are measured not only by test scores and students 
who are academically capable, but students who grow to be participating members of a democratic 
society as well.  The mission of the Franklin Central School is to educate our young children to 
become self-reliant and socially responsible citizens.  They will respect themselves, their community, 
and the world around them.  Ultimately, they will develop the skills and confidence to become life-long 
learners.  While a large share of our responsibility is to assure high-level academic performance for 
all students, we recognize that our programs need to address students’ social, physical, and 
emotional development as well. 
 
We are proud of Franklin’s students, faculty, staff, parents, and community.  Each year (prior to 
2006), the Vermont Business Roundtable recognized outstanding student academic achievement and 
overall school quality.  Medallion Quality Schools (those schools whose students scored in the top 
15%) were based on a review of the statewide assessment results for all schools in Vermont, as 
published by the VT Dept. of Education.  Franklin School was named a Medallion School in 1999, the 
“Gold Medallion” school in 2002 for top elementary school in the state (for overall school quality and 
assessment results) and Medallion School again in 2003, 2004, and 2005 by the Roundtable.  (The 
Vermont Business Roundtable stopped giving the “Medallion” awards in 2005 when the statewide 
assessment system changed.)  In 2007, we were awarded the Camel’s Hump Silver Award by the 
Department of Education for “significant achievement in creating and fostering a healthy school 
environment”.  In 2008, we received a Safe Routes to School grant for $250,000 for the construction 
of sidewalks along Square Road.   
 
Franklin was honored in 2009 by being chosen as one of three schools by the VT Department of 
Education to be part of a case study on poverty and effective schools based on our high achievement 
of both low income students and their peers.  The purpose of the study was to learn what has 
contributed to this achievement.  They hoped that “Franklin’s experience would be useful to other 
schools working to close achievement gaps and ensure positive outcomes for all students.”  Franklin 
was also recognized by The Fit and Healthy Kids School Wellness Awards program, sponsored by 
the VT Dept. of Health, Action for Healthy Kids Vermont, & the N.E. Dairy & Food Council, which 
recognizes schools whose policies and practices reflect a high priority on health outcomes for 
children.  Of the twenty schools that applied, Franklin was awarded first place and recognized at a 
ceremony in Montpelier.    
 
In addition, last year Franklin was named by the Vermont Department of Education as one of 14 
“effective schools” with high achievement for all students.  The “effective” schools were identified by 
examining the test scores of students who had been at the school for three years.  Your support, your 
tax dollars, and your volunteered time are appreciated, well spent, and make a difference for the 
children of Franklin!”- PC reviewed and agreed that there are changes needing to be made. Greta will 
review and condense as she sees necessary. Kim also noted that the school should always be called 
Franklin Central School; the above information on the school was obtained from Joyce Hakey, current 
principal at Franklin Central School. Safe Routes to school information about the sidewalks can be 
removed as it is already mentioned in another section. 
 
Page 44 Other Educational Facilities Last paragraph:  ADD info about on-line colleges and Johnson 
State College. - PC reviewed and agreed with the change. Greta will make change. 
 



Page 52 first paragraph:  “Towle Pond” is shown as “Little Pond” on the map on page 53. - PC 
reviewed; Peter K will research and report back. 
 
Page 52 first paragraph:  There is no verbiage of “Bullis Pond” which is formed by the Brown’s Corner 
Dam (see map page 33). - PC reviewed; Peter K will research. PC would also like information about 
there being a dry hydrant at that location.  
 
Page 61 second paragraph:  Why wasn’t the border with CANADA evaluated? - PC reviewed; Greta 
advised it did not have to be included but something can be added if the PC would like.  
 
Page 62 bottom bullets:  Add Utilize a computer program to track cost and maintenance of our roads. 
-PC reviewed; Peter K advised that this is already being done.  
 
Board thanked Kim & Hugh for their comments.  
 
Heidi stated that she is representing the Franklin Watershed Committee and the Septic Committee 
and that both groups are very pleased with the goals & comments on improving village wastewater.  
She would like it noted on page 37, third paragraph, that a septic feasibility study has been done for 
lake shore properties as well as the village district and that the results will be presented to the public 
in the Spring of 2012. Also that future funding maybe sought for design or implementation of any 
future projects in regards to those studies results.   
 
Clark thanked everyone for coming and stated that the changes discussed would be made by Greta.   
 
Public hearing adjourned at 9:00 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted,  
January 12, 2012 
Sara Rainville, Acting Secretary 
 
 
The below note was submitted by Peter Magnant & Yvon Dandurand for the Town Plan: 
 
The Town of Franklin has the oldest Customs and Border Protection (CBP) owned land port of entry 
(LPOE) in the country built in 1934. This LPOE has provided the Town of Franklin local commerce, 
cultural, social heritage and mutual aid for our safety with Canada. The Town of Franklin's 
tourism has benefited from the Morses Line LPOE by providing easier access from Canada to Lake 
Carmi's camps and state park as well as local businesses. 
 
 


