
 

 

Minutes of the Franklin Planning Commission 

Tuesday, October 20, 2015 

Homestead Dining Room 

 

Members Present: Clark Hubbard, Peter Kittell, Judith McLaughlin,  

Roland Rainville, Dan Larivee, Dave Bennion 

 

Members Absent:  

 

Others: Maureen Sodaro, Secretary 

 

Guests:  Robert Irish, Zoning  

 

Call to Order: Clark called meeting to order at 7:15 pm, seconded by Dan Larivee 

 

Approval of Minutes: Motion to approve minutes of August 2015 made by Dan Larivee, 

seconded by Dave Bennion. 

 

Mail Folder: There was no mail 

 

Old Business: Clark mentioned that he had not heard a response from Jon Gates regarding the 

PC response to his desire to set up solar panels he would like to use to help supply power to the 

farm.    

 

There was discussion regarding the definition of “impervious”.  The PC reviewed the State of 

Vermont definition because the PC wants the Town of Franklin definition to match that of the 

State of Vermont.   The State definition is not as clear as what the PC would like.  The PC also 

discussed the definition of “abandoned” regarding buildings/structures in Franklin. The PC 

reviewed the decision of July 21, 2015 meeting in which the PC voted to change the term 

Abandoned structure to Unsafe Structure (p.36, Article 6.1 of the Town of Franklin 

Development Regulations.) 

 

The term “clean up of structures” was mentioned.  The PC voted to add the following wording 

to the article 6, section 6.1. “Within one year of notification after any structure which has been 

destroyed or  demolished, all structural materials and debris shall be removed from the site, and 

any remaining excavation shall be covered over or filled to the natural grade and seeded by 

owner to prevent erosion.     

 

The PC voted to replace “Abandonment of Structures” with “Clean up of Structures” for the 

title of Article 6.   

 

New Business:  Bob Irish had a request for Subdivision, but needed input from the PC before 

the request can be approved or denied.  The request involves a property that was purchased, but 

a garage was not included on the recognized lease, although the garage was considered part of 

the property- yet never on the leased land. The PC decided that  Bob can request the owners 

complete a boundary line adjustment  in order to have the new boundaries changed. 



 

 

 

The PC discussed with Bob Irish the item for discussion with the Selectboard regarding section 

5.3 A of the Franklin Development Regulations regarding approval of subdivision  

responsibilities.  The PC would still like the Selectboard to consider the concern regarding the 

responsibility for approval of subdivisions. Bob would like to bring requests for Boundary Line 

Adjustments to the PC before approval. The PC is in agreement with his request.  The PC is in 

agreement that the ZA attend meetings quarterly, and would like a copy of all monthly permits.  

Clark will discuss this decision with the ZA.  

 

Judith brought up more New Business regarding alternative energy and Act 56 (Renewable 

Energy Standard).  The Act presents information regarding municipalities and decisions that 

municipalities might need to make regarding ordinances dealing with alternative energy.  

According to Judith, Act 56 names Municipalities as “interested parties” when a plan to use 

alternative energy is in development.  This is information that is timely due to alternative 

energy plans that nearby towns are dealing with as well as future development to meet State 

guidelines regarding renewable energy.  The PC would like copies of Act 56- the Secretary will 

ask the Town Clerk to print copies for each member.   

 

The PC discussed the need to research alternative energy companies that are developing 

projects in the State of Vermont.   It is wise to educate ourselves regarding the pros and cons of 

each company as well as the long term advantages/disadvantages of the projects.    

 

Member Concerns/ Other Business:  

Dave Bennion handed out information regarding free meetings for public officials that will be 

held in St. Albans.   

 

Judith is going to a meeting end of October regarding Solar Sighting by Vermont League of 

Cities & Towns.   

 

Judith also attended a meeting (Implementation team for Lake Carmi TMDL) and will continue 

to work with the team to help improve the quality of Lake Carmi.   

 

The next regular meeting of the Planning Commission will be held on Tuesday, November 17, 

2015 at 7:00 pm in the Homestead Dining Room.  

 

Motion to adjourn the meeting made by Judith, seconded by Dave.  Meeting was adjourned at 

8:45 pm.   

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

October 22, 2015 

Maureen Sodaro, Secretary 

 

Note:  These minutes are not final until approved by the Planning Commission at the next 

regular meeting.   

    

  


