
 

 

Minutes of the Franklin Planning Commission 

Tuesday, December 15, 2015 

Homestead Dining Room 

 

Members Present: Clark Hubbard, Roland Rainville, Judith McLaughlin, Peter Kittell, 

Dan Larivee, David Bennion. 

Members Absent: 

Others: Maureen Sodaro, Secretary 

Guests: no guests 

Meeting called to order at 7:03 pm 

Approval of Minutes: A motion to approve the minutes was made by Clark, seconded 

by Dan. 

Mail Folder: No mail to look at 

Old Business: Clark will follow up with the Zoning Administrator to see if any 

applications have been presented regarding new housing.  They also discussed the plan 

for a solar array that John Gates is setting up. The PC was wondering about the size and 

KW that will be produced.  There were no concerns regarding this project. 

New Business: The PC briefly discussed the goals the State of Vermont has set regarding 

renewal energy.  The discussion included concerns people have regarding lack of their 

own say in the approval of large projects.  The State of Vermont can approve projects 

without towns voting or voicing their own opinion.  Judith spoke of a segway that towns 

could utilize.  (The Rutland Resolution that is up for approval which would give towns a 

say in large projects).  The PC can request the Select board sign on to the Rutland 

Resolution which is non binding. The PC voted to request the Select board sign on to the 

resolution.  (6 approved, one disapproved).  The PC also discussed whether or not they 

can approve or disapprove small projects that may have an effect on a neighbor or scenic 

view of an area. Dave went to a meeting where such a concern was discussed. He 

informed us that PC’s are being encouraged to have their plans more specific regarding 

approval or disapproval of projects. Judith suggested the PC invite the public to express 

their opinions on this topic.  The PC would like to warn a meeting (possibly the February 

PC meeting) to obtain the opinion of the public regarding renewal energy. One example 

for the plan could involve stating that landowners create fencing or other method to block 

the array from the view of others.     

 The PC then looked at the definitions from the State of Vermont Natural Resources 

Department compared those definitions with those in the Town of Franklin Development 

Regulations. The PC wanted to see how the Town of Franklin matches up with that of the 

state.   

Member Concerns:  Roland has a concern regarding small farms that meet state 

requirements. Currently the state is responsible for handling complaints of approved 

small farms.  If an individual does not meet the state requirements, the town will be 

responsible for complaints.  

Judith asked who would speak to the Select board.  Clark will speak with the Select board 

to warn for public to attend February meeting.  Dan is going to bring more information 

regarding solar arrays to the January meeting.    
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A motion to adjourn meeting was made by Clark, second by Roland Rainville. 

The meeting was adjourned at 8:10 pm. 

 

The next regular meeting of the Planning Commission will be held on January 19, 2016 

in the Homestead Dining Room.   

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

December 17, 2015 

Maureen Sodaro, Secretary 

 

Note:  These minutes are not final until approved by the Planning Commission at 

the next regular meeting. 

 

 

 


