
 

 

Minutes of the Franklin Planning Commission 

Tuesday, July 21, 2015 

Homestead Dining Room 

 

Members Present:  Clark Hubbard, David Bennion, Judith McLaughlin,  

Roland Rainville, Dan Larivee, Peter Kittell 

 

Members Absent: 

 

Others: Maureen Sodaro, Secretary 

 

Guests: No Guests 

 

Call to Order: Meeting was called to order at 7:09 by Clark Hubbard 

 

Approval of Minutes: Minutes will be approved at next meeting as Maureen arrived late.   

 

Mail Folder: There was no mail folder, but Clark reviewed the mail from the previous meeting.  

 

Old Business:  The PC discussed the changes to the Municipal and Development Regulations 

that are being proposed to the Selectboard.  Dan would like to have removed from the discussion 

the change of footage from the current 500 feet to 250 feet.  The members discussed his request 

and Judith seconded Dan’s motion.   The members unanimously approved Dan’s motion.  

 

Judith would like Bob Irish to present questions and requests to the PC in writing.  The PC 

should then respond to him in written form as well.   The PC agreed to such a procedure. 

 

The PC discussed the definition of “abandoned” regarding property and structures.  Judith did 

research on this issue and found that there is really nothing a town can do to deal with abandoned 

structures or property.  The town of Weathersfield removed the term “abandoned” from their 

town regulations.  They kept the term “abandoned” with regard to unlawful trespass on a 

property.  Also in the town of Weathersfield a property can be termed “abandoned” if taxes were 

not paid in 6 months.   

Clark would like the PC to recommend to the Selectboard that the term “abandoned” in the 

Development Regulations be removed and replaced with the term “unsafe”. ( p. 36, Article 6.1 of 

the Town of Franklin Development Regulations-Unsafe Structures rather than Abandoned 

Structures)  The PC agreed to that request.   

  

There was a great deal of discussion regarding the land that is leased to summer residents.  The 

members have questions whether leased lots need to be subdivided if land is being sold.  Peter 

explained that many of the lots were subdivided before Act 250.  The concerns that the members 

have, centered on residents adding more land to a deeded lot.  There were also questions 

regarding sale of deeded lots.  

 

This is a difficult issue to understand as there are many different types of deeds and leases.  

Wording is not the same in all leases.  Judith agreed to do some research regarding these 

questions.   Judith felt that such questions needed to be answered by lawyers through the 

Vermont League and Towns.  The PC agreed that lawyers would need to be consulted regarding 

the issues of changes to deeded and non-deeded leased lots.  
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Questions for lawyers: 

*If an individual with a lease adds more land to the deeded lot, does it require a subdivision since 

the deed size has been changed? 

* If the lot is a deeded leased lot, is it an existing lot or does it need to be subdivided for sale? 

*Regarding land line movement.  If there is a land line movement, is a subdivision needed?  

*Is a boundary line adjustment something that can be completed by only involving lawyers for 

the process to be completed? 

*Is a deeded leased property, or leased property a subdivided property that is available for sale?   

Regarding two landowners agreeing to change property lines, Judith felt that lawyers would need 

to be involved in changing property size and record both property changes on the Town Map.  

She did not think it would need a subdivision.  Judith offered to research these issues and send 

questions to Clark before she sends them to the lawyers for answers.    

 

New Business: There is an open meeting in Franklin in which representatives from the National 

Resource Conservation Service will be present.  This meeting is being held to figure out where 

local people want federal money spent to the watershed and other projects.  Judith is planning on 

attending the meeting.  Community members as well as Selectboard members have been invited.  

This meeting is a brainstorm session and Judith’s hope is that it will lead to ways to help clean 

up Lake Carmi. Other PC members may attend if schedules allow.   

 

Member Concerns: There were no member concerns.  Clark thanked Judith for all her research 

and willingness to continue research and develop questions to send to the lawyers.   

 

The next regular meeting of the Planning Commission will be held on Tuesday, August 18, 2015 

in the Homestead Dining Room.   

Motion to adjourn the meeting was made by Clark, seconded by Dan Larivee.  Meeting 

adjourned at 8:50 pm.   

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

July 22, 2015 

Maureen Sodaro, Secretary 

 

Note:  These minutes are not final until approved by the Planning Commission at the next 

regular meeting.   

 

 


